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WCSSEQUIPMENTREPORT

In Q1 of 2009 an Equipment Task Gro
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equipment program as a follow up to thi
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operational plan. The Executivesub
Committee is in agreement with the
following Task Group recommendatior
and it is anticipated that the following
changes will occur in Q2 of 2009:

1. Calgary regional equipment will b
relocated east of its current home it
NW Calgary; it wasigreed thata site
will be identified in the Strathmore
area which will improve respons
times for our membership.
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WCSSMANAGING DIRECTOR
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membership fee structure; o fee increase in 2009. Like many of
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program. Fortunately the Board of Directors has been supportiv
and proactivein upgradng aur spill response equipmerdver the
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Volunteers at the Oil Spill Cooperative level also deserve credit fi
managing their respective areas and helping control costs.

¢ KA & @8demsdipanvorcés were distributed in late March and
we are happy to report that about 50% of our membership is
already in good standing; for a list of members in good standing ¢
to www.wcss.ab.ca
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2. The Whitecourt regional equipment will be relocated to High Level; with regional equipment already loci
close proximity to Whitecourt (Aason) and a gap on the upper Peace River, this move improves ou
preparedness program without additional expenditures.

3. WCSS bhoats will be relocated to regional equipment locations; this move will lower our mairdecwsis and
improve our boat handling safety program.

The Task Group has also identified some changes to the placement of our initial spill respompseeat)
(Cooperative Equipment)he Executive Sub Committee requested additional assessment workfeeitiback

from Cooperatives prior to any changes.

4. The new Regional OSCAR unit was introduced at an open house event in Fort St. John %mﬂ.z


http://www.wcss.ab.ca/
http://www.wcss.ab.ca/

Quote Dave Baker, P.Eng. Area C Chaimdah S Q
really encouraged and excited by the peese of this
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the improvements that have been made over o
previous response trailer and have no doubt that tt
improved lay out and capabilities afforded by th
unit will enhance our ability to spondto spills in
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5. Anew work boat with the capability to house ou
Bow Skimmer is near completion and should
ready for water testing in earlune; the new
watercraft will be located in Slave Lake and w

Fort St. JohrRegional OSCAR " | improve our response capabiliin the area.
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all pipeline block valves and that there was oil detected in the Red Deer &vet 5 km north of Sundre anc
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and his worst nightmare had just become a reality!

What kind of product was in the river and
did you have a seresfor the volume of

oil released?

Using information from our SCADA syste
and calculations from linéll between block
valves our initial estimate was around 20n
of light sweet crude.

What were the river conditions like at the
time of the spill?

The river condition was not great; very fas
current velocity and high water levels.

Areal Photoc Red Deer River

What helped you get through those first critical hours (initial spill response 101)?
| can think of a few things that helped me during thoisst fcritical hours:

e Corporately, the field guys were instrumental during those first few hours and management weretaqu
assist and provide support.

e My involvement with WCSS really helped; | knew where to get resources and am familiar witl
preparedness and response issues.

e ¢KS OKSO1l tAada Ay GKS 2/{{ hiat {LAtE /2yiArAy3:
wrong if you are using those cheligts as a benchmark for a spill response

e Implementing the Incident Commands®gm (ICS) in the initial phase of the response was also invaluable



e Getting a helicopter in the air was extreme
important; we had two flying pretty stead)
during that first veek.

e Finally, getting consensus from the ERCB i
Alberta Environment that & should focus our
containment and recovery efforts at Glennife
Lake and not attempt to deploy equipment i
the raging Red Deer River really helped.

Incident CommanderSecond from Right)
. What were some of the important issues that yot
were facedwith during the first few days?
e Communicating effectively with all of the
stakeholders was a huge and difficult task; \
did a pretty decent job, but it took a lot o
resources.
¢ Identifying an appropriate staging area was al
important; the folks at the Care Free Resort (
Glennifer Lake were very tgful and
cooperative.
e Getting our hands on good maps took long
than what we would have liked.
e Our water sampling program went well but
was a challenge getting the analysis back
quickly as we would have liked them.

Did the regulators implement tha NJ @3y R 2
policy and was it effective?
e Yes, | think that the agencies were qui
effective.

You were dealing with a spill in a highrofile area;
how did you communicate with the public and medit
and how mportant was it to communicate?
e Our commurty relations program started on da
1; we established an 1800 number, a websi
held a series of public meetings and talked to t
locals on a on@n-one basis.
e The program was fairly effective; we sensed tr
for the most part people accepted that we veer
Media Tour doing the best that we could.

How much oil was recovered?
e There was about 6500 kg of oily debris recover
from the spill.

Oily Debris



Response Boats

Air Boat
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What wildlife concerns were there and how did you
manage issues linked to wildlife?

Wildlife was a concern; there were a lot ¢
migratory birds on Glennifer Lake and lots
them with offspring.

Provincial Fish and Wildlife bought in son
hazing equipment, we used equment out of
2/ {{Qa At REATS NE & LJ
personnel walk the shoreline and assist wi
keeping birds awafrom contaminated areas.

What are a few tips that you can pasm to potential
oil spill Incident Commanders?

First of all; focus on rpvention. We know that
accidents can be out of your control like this or
that was attributed to extremely high water, bu
AT @2dz Oy LINB@Syd |
ahead.

Get involved in your Oil Spill Cooperative.

Have your oil spill contingencyam close at hand;
use the chectists as a resource.

Know where the access points are downstree
from your operations.

Get in the air as soon as possible; that is the b
way to assess the problem and sho
stakeholders the actual situation.

The IncidenCommand System works; implemer
it as soon as possible.

Be open to suggestions from all levels; listen
regulators, citizens and contractors.

Achieson Barge Oil Spill Containment Boom



