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WCSS EQUIPMENT REPORT  
 

In Q1 of 2009 an Equipment Task Group 
ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ²/{{Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
equipment program as a follow up to the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
operational plan. The Executive Sub 
Committee is in agreement with the 
following Task Group recommendations 
and it is anticipated that the following 
changes will occur in Q2 of 2009: 
 
1. Calgary regional equipment will be 

relocated east of its current home in 
NW Calgary; it was agreed that a site 
will be identified in the Strathmore 
area which will improve response 
times for our membership. 
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MESSAGE FROM AL MCFADYEN   
WCSS MANAGING DIRECTOR 
 
¢ƘŜ ²/{{ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

membership fee structure; no fee increase in 2009. Like many of 

ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ²/{{ ǿƛƭƭ άǘƛƎƘǘŜƴ ƛǘǎ ōŜƭǘέ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ Ŏƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǇƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ 

program. Fortunately the Board of Directors has been supportive 

and proactive in upgrading our spill response equipment over the 

ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

Volunteers at the Oil Spill Cooperative level also deserve credit for 

managing their respective areas and helping control costs.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜmbership invoices were distributed in late March and 

we are happy to report that about 50% of our membership is 

already in good standing; for a list of members in good standing go 

to www.wcss.ab.ca.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This yeaǊΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ 

March and we are happy to report that about 50% of our 

membership is already in good standing; for a list of 

members in good standing go to www.wcss.ab.ca   

 

2. The Whitecourt regional equipment will be relocated to High Level; with regional equipment already located in 
close proximity to Whitecourt (Acheson) and a gap on the upper Peace River, this move improves our spill 
preparedness program without additional expenditures.  

 
3. WCSS boats will be relocated to regional equipment locations; this move will lower our maintenance costs and 

improve our boat handling safety program. 

 The Task Group has also identified some changes to the placement of our initial spill response equipment 

(Cooperative Equipment); the Executive Sub Committee requested additional assessment work with feedback 

from Cooperatives prior to any changes. 

4. The new Regional OSCAR unit was introduced at an open house event in Fort St. John on April 2
nd

, 2009. 
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2009 WCSS Membership Certificate 
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Areal Photo ς Red Deer River 
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INTERVIEW WITH AN INCIDENT COMMANDER ð LES SWELIN 
 
hƴ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅ WǳƴŜ мр

th
, 2008 at about 9pm came the first devastating blow; a call from the control 

centre advising that due to a line pressure drop ƻƴ tŜƳōƛƴŀΩǎ мрŎƳ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ /ǊŜƳƻƴŀ ŎǊǳŘŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΤ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƘŀŘ 

been shut-ƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōƭƻǿ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǿƘŜƴ tŜƳōƛƴŀΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŎǊŜǿ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ 

all pipeline block valves and that there was oil detected in the Red Deer River about 5 km north of Sundre and 

ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ оо ƪƳ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ DƭŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ŀƪŜΦ [Ŝǎ {ǿŜƭƛƴΩǎ CŀǘƘŜǊ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀōǊǳǇǘ ŜƴŘ 

and his worst nightmare had just become a reality! 

 

 

Fort St. John-Regional OSCAR 

Quote Dave Baker, P.Eng.  Area C Chairman - ά²ŜΩǊŜ 

really encouraged and excited by the presence of this 

ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ./ tŜŀŎŜΦ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ 

the improvements that have been made over our 

previous response trailer and have no doubt that the 

improved lay out and capabilities afforded by this 

unit will enhance our ability to respond to spills in 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 

5.  A new work boat with the capability to house our 

Bow Skimmer is near completion and should be 

ready for water testing in early June; the new 

watercraft will be located in Slave Lake and will 

improve our response capability in the area. 

 

What kind of product was in the river and 
did you have a sense for the volume of 
oil released? 
Using information from our SCADA system 
and calculations from line-fill between block 
valves our initial estimate was around 20m3 
of light sweet crude.  
 
What were the river conditions like at the 
time of the spill? 
The river condition was not great; very fast 
current velocity and high water levels. 
 
 

 

What helped you get through those first critical hours (initial spill response 101)? 
I can think of a few things that helped me during those first critical hours: 
 

 Corporately, the field guys were instrumental during those first few hours and management were quick to 
assist and provide support.  

 My involvement with WCSS really helped; I knew where to get resources and am familiar with spill 
preparedness and response issues. 

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²/{{ hƛƭ {Ǉƛƭƭ /ƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ tƭŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΤ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ 
wrong if you are using those check-lists as a benchmark for a spill response. 

 Implementing the Incident Command System (ICS) in the initial phase of the response was also invaluable. 
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 Getting a helicopter in the air was extremely 
important; we had two flying pretty steady 
during that first week. 

 Finally, getting consensus from the ERCB and 
Alberta Environment that we should focus our 
containment and recovery efforts at Glennifer 
Lake and not attempt to deploy equipment in 
the raging Red Deer River really helped. 

 
What were some of the important issues that you 
were faced with during the first few days? 

 Communicating effectively with all of the 
stakeholders was a huge and difficult task; we 
did a pretty decent job, but it took a lot of 
resources. 

 Identifying an appropriate staging area was also 
important; the folks at the Care Free Resort on 
Glennifer Lake were very helpful and 
cooperative. 

 Getting our hands on good maps took longer 
than what we would have liked. 

 Our water sampling program went well but it 
was a challenge getting the analysis back as 
quickly as we would have liked them. 
 

Did the regulators implement theƛǊ άƻƴŜ-ǿƛƴŘƻǿέ 
policy and was it effective? 

 Yes, I think that the agencies were quite 
effective.  
 

You were dealing with a spill in a high-profile area; 
how did you communicate with the public and media 
and how important was it to communicate? 

 Our community relations program started on day 

1; we established an 1800 number, a website, 

held a series of public meetings and talked to the 

locals on a one-on-one basis. 

 The program was fairly effective; we sensed that 

for the most part people accepted that we were 

doing the best that we could.   

 
How much oil was recovered? 

 There was about 6500 kg of oily debris recovered 

from the spill. 

 

 

 

Media Tour 

Boom Deployment on Glennifer Lake 

Incident Commander (Second from Right) 

 

Oily Debris 
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What wildlife concerns were there and how did you 
manage issues linked to wildlife? 

 Wildlife was a concern; there were a lot of 

migratory birds on Glennifer Lake and lots of 

them with offspring. 

 Provincial Fish and Wildlife bought in some 

hazing equipment, we used equipment out of 

²/{{Ωǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǳƴƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ 

personnel walk the shoreline and assist with 

keeping birds away from contaminated areas. 

 
What are a few tips that you can pass-on to potential 
oil spill Incident Commanders?    

 First of all; focus on prevention. We know that 

accidents can be out of your control like this one 

that was attributed to extremely high water, but 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ǎǇƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ahead. 

 Get involved in your Oil Spill Cooperative. 

 Have your oil spill contingency plan close at hand; 

use the check-lists as a resource. 

 Know where the access points are downstream 

from your operations. 

 Get in the air as soon as possible; that is the best 

way to assess the problem and show 

stakeholders the actual situation. 

 The Incident Command System works; implement 

it as soon as possible. 

 Be open to suggestions from all levels; listen to 

regulators, citizens and contractors. 

 

Bow Skimmer ς Achieson Barge 

Wildlife Response Unit 

Response Boats 

Air Boat 

Oil Spill Containment Boom 

 


